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social, were thoroughly out of keeping with Prussian tra-
ditions and German patriotism.
This in itself was bad enough: but what made matters
infinitely worse, was that whenever William was subjected
to any reproof or discipline by either his father or mother,
those composing his immediate entourage at once im-
pressed upon the royal youth that he was the victim of the
most gross and unpardonable injustice, that both his father
and mother were inordinately jealous of his striking indi-
viduality, that the unmerited severity to which he was sub-
jected was brought about by their consciousness that his in-
tellect was superior to theirs, and that his ideas were too
thoroughly Prussian to constitute anything but a serious
danger to their English liberalism. The effect of influences
such as these upon a high-spirited and impulsive youth, at
the time entirely devoid of experience or of knowledge of
the world, may readily be conceived. It naturally led to
an increase of what his parents regarded as his presump-
tuousness and forwardness of manner, and consequently to a
growth of their severity towards him. He, on the other
hand, became more and more embittered by the unduly
harsh and rather unjust treatment to which he was being ,
subjected by both his father and his mother.
The persons in attendance on the imperial family,
with the conspicuous exceptions of Count Seckendorff and
Countess Hedwig Briihl, were careful to fan the embers of
bitterness rankling in the bosom of young William when-
ever any opportunity offered, and thus it happened that
when Emperor Frederick, while still crown prince, was dis-
covered to be suffering from that cancer of the larynx
which ultimately carried him off, the relations between
parents and son were so strained as to give rise to the very
wide-spread belief that William was the ally of his father's

